Work Crew! 
Protected 
In New Pact 


New York—The Longshore- 
men have won a new three-year 
master contract from East Coast 
waterfront employers containing 
important safeguards against re- 
duction in the size of work crews 
as automation comes to the 
docks, and giving 60,000 ILA 
members a 41-cent-an-hour eco- 
“nomic package. 

The agreement was reached in 
round-the-clock negotiations con- 
ducted by federal and state media- 
tors while the union was operating 
under an 80-day Taft-Hartley in- 
junction. The Administration ob- 
tained the back-to-work court order 
to halt an eight-day waterfront tie- 
up that began Oct. 1. 

The contract will be submitted 
to rank-and-file unionists for rati- 
fication on Dec. 10. ILA Organ- 
izer_ Thomas W. Gleason said the 
union’s 110-man Wage Policy 


recommend acceptance, 

The master agreement will 
' cover ILA members in East 
Coast ports from Portland, Me., 
to Norfolk, Va. It is expected to 
form the basis for a settlement 
affecting an additional . 24,000 
dockers on the Gulf Coast, also 
temporarily enjoined from strik- 
ing by the T-H injunction which 
. expires Dec. 27. 

To meet the imminent threat 
that automation would wipe out 
the jobs of thousands of longshore- 
men, union and management ne- 
gotiators for the East Coast 
reached agreement on these key 
points: 

@ Standard-sized 20-man load- 
ing gangs will be used to put cargo 
containers aboard ships. These 
containers are large, reuseable 
metal boxes used for shipping and 
frequently loaded at the point of 
origin by the shipper. 

@ ILA members will be used by 
shipping association members for 
loading or reloading containers at 
the pier. 

@ Negotiations will continue for 
another 10 days on the amount of 
premiums to be paid the ILA to 

‘ compensate for wages lost by dock- 
ers where containers are loaded 
away from the pier. If no settle- 
ment is reached, the question will 
be submitted to binding arbitration. 

The master contract’ ‘provides 
for a 12-cent wage hike the first 

' year, retroactive to Oct. 1, to bring 
the wages of ILA members up to 
$2.92 an hour. An additional 5- 
cent boost will be given in each 
of the remaining two ‘years of the 
agreement. 


Fringes Improved 

Employers will contribute an ad- 
ditional 7, cents an hour to the pen- 
sion fund, 4 cents more to the 
welfare fund, and 3 cents more to 
the dockers’ health clinic. The.un- 
ion won three more paid holidays 
and improved vacation terms which 
ILA officials estimated were worth 
an additional 5 cents hourly. 
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Labor Calls Parley toPush — 
1960 Legislative Program | 


HAND OF BROTHERHOOD is extended to striking Steelworkers at Phelps Dodge copper plant in 
Laurel Hill, Long Island, by New York Joint Board of Hotel & Restaurant Employes, representing 
70,000 union waiters, waitresses, cooks, bartenders and hotel workers. With Florence Balaschak, 
a waitress who was elected Miss Union Maid-in-Waiting this year, doing the honors, bags of Thanks- 
giving groceries were distributed to USWA members on picket line for four months. — 


Industry Torpedoes Peace: 


Ike Raises 
Of New St 


Threat 


eel Moves 


By Gene Zack 


The President’s warning came 


Pres. Eisenhower raised the threat of new government ‘action to 
forestall a recurrence of the steel strike—already halted temporarily 
by a Taft-Hartley injunction—unless a settlement is achieved be- 
fore the injunction expires Jan. 26. 


as steel management torpedoed 


negotiate a settlement and launched 
a massive campaign to sell 500,000 
Steelworkers on acceptance of a 
contract offer knocking out safe- 
guards of hard-won job rights and 
working conditions. 

The basic steel industry, follow- 
ing the lead of U.S. Steel, began 
bombarding the homes of USWA 
members with colorful brochures 
advising them that a Nov. 15 pro- 
posal—rejected by the union as 
“totally unacceptable”—constituted 


ILA Executive “Vice Pres. Pat- 
(Continued on Page 3) 


management’s “last offer.” 


attempts of federal mediators to® 


The industry thus conceded its 


position was frozen, and that no 
new offer would be forthcoming 
before union members were 
called upon, under the terms of 
the T-H injunction provision to 
ballot on management’s final of- 
fer some 15 days before the 
back-to-work court order runs 


* out, 


USWA Pres. David J. McDonald 
angrily denounced the maneuver as 
a “propaganda gimmick . . . aimed 
at confusing the Steelworkers,” and 
accused industry’s four-man _bar- 


(Continued on Page 2) 


Meany Praises Free Worker 
Progress in Troubled Decade 


Brussels—AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany reviewed the 10 years of “achitvements and saiboenia 
for free labor in a decade crowded with history-making events in his opening address to the Sixth 
World Congress of the Intl. Confederation of Free Trade Unions here. 

Meany told delegates from 59 of the 96 countries it the ICFTU, representing a total mcuniber- 
ship of 57 million workers, that the rebuilding of free trade unions in Europe is responsible for 
the great progress in advancing liy-@—— 
by governments, political parties,| mew nations have likewise made 


ing standards on the continent. 


The strength of these free trade employers or any outside interests.” 
unions, he said, is that they are 
free from “control or domination 


In non-totalitarian Asia, 
Meany told the congress, “the 


economic progress, and in Afri- 
ca there are now 10 independ- 


Utility Union, 
Con-Ed Set 
40c Package 


New York—Consolidated Edi- 
son Co., the largest private utility 
in the world, has signed a new 
two-year contract with the Utility 
Workers calling for an average 
40-cent-an-hour wage and bene- 
fits increase for its 25,000 em- 
ployes. 
Members of Locals 1-2 and 4, 
which represent the workers at 
Consolidated Edison, voted over- 
whelmingly for the agreement. It 
calls for wage increases ranging 
from 10 to, 17 cents in the first 
year and 10 to 12.5 cents in the 
second, plus substantial improve- 
ments in fringe benefits. 
Consolidated Edison is one of 
the richest utilities in America, 
with assets of over. $2.5 billion. 
UWIU Sec.-Treas. William J. 
Pachler termed the contract “the 
best negotiated ‘settlement ever 
made at Consolidated Edison” 
and the “most outstanding settle- 
ment made in any major utility 
company this year.” 
In a year “when big business 
has decided to fight unions every 
inch of the way,” said Pachler, “it 


the Consolidated Edison Co. that 
throughout the difficult negotia- 
tions each party -worked diligently 


collective bargaining.” 


‘is a credit to the union negotiating 
committee and the good sense of 


to arrive at a negotiated agree- 
ment under the true meaning of 


The new contract was reached 
after two months of negotiations 


|2-Pronged 
Drive Due 


In Congress" 


A two-pronged legislative pro- 
gram—geared to wi con- 
gressional enactment of “enlight- 
ened public-interest legislation” 
and to heading off passage of 
further “unfair, restrictive” labor 
measures—will be hammered out 
by the-AFL-CIO during a three- 
day legislative conference Jan. 
11-13, 1960. 


Organized labor's pledge to wage 
@ vigorous fight for passage of “a 
positive program for America” was 
contained in a formal conference 
call issued by AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany and Sec.-Treas. 
William F. Schnitzler. It went out 
to the officers of national and in- 
ternational unions, state bodies and 
larger city central bodies. 

The conference, to be held in 
Washington’s Willard Hotel, will 
be used for the twin purpose of 
advising Congress of labor’s pro- 
am and hearing from congres- 
sional leaders of their plans for the 
second session of the 86th Con- 
gress. The leaders of both houses 
of Congress and both political par- 
ties have been invited to address 
the session. 


Labor Must Be “On Guard” 
The conference call warned that, 
during 1960, “labor will again 
have to be on guard against those 
who would shackle the trade union 
movement with unfair, restrictive 
laws even worse than the labor 
law” rammed through Congress 
this year by a coalition of reac- 
tionary Republicans and southern 
Democrats. — 

“This time,” Meany and 

(Continued on Page 8) 


ABC Cracks 
‘Open Shop’ 
Carolina City 


Greenville, S. C_-—This “open- 
shop” town which hasn't wit- 
nessed a union victory in more 
than 20 years is back on the un- 
ion map thanks to the American 
Bakery & Confectionery Work- 
ers. 


The ABC overcame. a typi- 
cally vicious anti-union cam- 
paign characteristic of many areas — 
of the South and scored a solid 
33 to 20 National Labor Relations 
Board victory at C. F. Sauer Co. 
here. 

When ABC Local 503’s vic- 
tory was announced, Greenville’s 


(Continued on Page 7) 


(Continued on Page 3) 
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| p | , = a ; gta ke pi aiacl esa Se easy Ene oy eh ane Sue ee eek Pee Sys ah nS oe lg ae ce 
lcci tala a . vane ‘ : 5 : peta B07 Be RY OAS pad cee te Ree NBO eeCeR ET gh Se ose ee Lita ha eR US rompers: St, oe BE =) ERS 1 Sa ame ge erative (hk aoa a ae a 
ss i iN Sea Ne SOE RRR ARR Pe OLE Ea panes tats oe eee eee oi Mets sad ey re ik eae pe A Re EE RN So ae a Rats ate OT Siegen OE a i ieee 26 te ae ieee 
sae ‘ ig’ wo. ee ar %, te Tae ey.) 2 i el = ae pied dois Fe ot ened ess e aio a ; nv ae 3 : nee 
gi ess an es a a a, : a ees : 
pac ah - 
: : 7 > - | - 
a : | | 
: ‘ e 
try LY GALLE: yyy ttt: : E : 
WY ty ty Gy Yj Yy YY tj by ' LI 
. Se Peal Ua AA Law BRARY 
YYyy7 Yy j / , Y 
; ROA wy F = wisiviqit iA | Pern 
; . Yj Yy - YU YY G7 Yn Y . tj, F feo ge ed Meats ES ie f : 
: J j ) 7 Y : Y; ly Yyy GW F i D0 e nd Bad ce es 
| : yj Yj Gy g Yj P ve ZG Yj Wy, Yy YY ZW O77 Y WG 4 GIEGIE ; — 
3 Yj g Y 7 Y eure! Z yi 7 Y Y Zag g Me OP seco j ese a 
j YH, Yj" ty, YY Z Z en) ESS : = oe 
= 2 j 3 Da 2 Z way 7 | ae | | os —i 
sai ; Y Yj WY y ERATION ZY Uy Z Z s .... 
| Fx Z g Z — A i 
Be Yih, Z Yy Ke GY, J Z yy, Yj ZUGqZ ee ji -+.. a 
: : Z ; ' j g 3 ZY Y ~~} i i i a . 
i. N Yj GY 7, Yj ZV vA Mj Yj, 74 YY idea GZaF IZ U4 ‘Gn RSIT ae 
i ; % VYCOMIA . 
‘ “4 OMING ee 
a: aoe 3 : | hic a 
. | ’ Berne Heat ne 
s po ) . a ae 
Gre a 
ee # 
es: - 
ae Ee Boe ae 
pee ie "es 
. | Bi 
Beers: " 
Sia | 
noe ee 
iors | 
| 
| 
| | ie 
| we 
‘i | eee 
; a * ee _ _ ee _ * 
Thon aoeniiin . a OM Rana sais a 
as eee a emia © eC ce ese Se | eh 
an en —“—sOSSY sie 
aoe oe eS SSS ee eS Re SiN Soe as or ses eae eign | me 7 ei, 
ee os Sec RR a  . See es ee Se a | : - 
see a ee Pee Bene © ‘gaan : i rare 
pee RS BES SES Cee ee me ee eR en crc ne fle apa i | a. 
i.  - ee . Seat Bit ae ny PP eR os Gap cage | Ries. 
pee Sen RR Ra 2 SES aes ee ee ee sor | ua 
ei. ‘insisaiee coronene a $ : BS EES SSIES ce ey See ee aie uk is 
- tl i ee ee ee = 
. ee ee ame CR ee SR a 
0 eee. ee eee ee ee on ee 
: RSS SS a Se ee ee Es ee oe ko ee 
eae eas rs eg ee .. Sere oe a ee Ss See ieee On PR RR ge 
tf me —— i FO es Fe 
BOSS ae Bees POS es ee peers Sk or eee r Ea ae 
| beg RO — ee Sa ee ee, ae ee ee NS Raa Fos ceceem 9 fe 
Se er a ee re eae | Ag Nh, RB 
el ll oe . cae”. nen ee 
. Rss se 3. ee eee a fe Bee REE Fa RO ae tai: te 
RS a aR Sy ee Bee og ae EA ne aes Se 
i ‘2g SES a are Pe setae Pe af Oo. ee Pee Scpiiet Sai yay eens Sy zy 
a ee ee | NOSE 
: Be ue r FF Sy SS BE ae Sea Meee ee faa baa att, Paes cia 
| ee RRS See eee Re SR SSSR Sn ey | eee Poe ae Ol he, 
git, % SRS See coe nace. 7k SR ae ae OES RSS SR a ene. Be ee Seeds yr tes lasers | Mes Sis 
a ee SF ee ——. anes : : nes 
ow ee ee rh i Soo ees ve 
> ae a Se eee ee Moe RR :  eeeeereeeee:, SROs is" : sa See 
- ee ae ie pe oe oe a ooo ee Rg i I reas 
ie RRA ce a RE REM EE TE SEC aa a a eee. 2. ea ee Sh ee eee emerges RIM scat hte Bis ges 
a ae e 3 . e fe ee ee eee ee ee +e Cee 4 
ee. ae fe ee 24 ae Oe ey ae ee ee ee 
Be. PS RRS ee ee Pep eb eee We sila tee 
WARE Sie ae ae Ss Sa ee. ee ee eee oe ee pe ae . | ae 
cig a RES oe ka Se SR SSS Se eS rc Sank ak) ce mia ae Sy i sre 
Fs re we Eee Bn Se: eae 
Se Se = SS aes ae RS Be) Ae Bh Fk coe ee eee aie bee Bots PONE os Peewee siege ee ake 
| ee ee 
ae ee Sai 6 eels Ble RECs tates +. eee Tiga RT SG eS a ae 
ce = cg rE Be LE on pRB ca Cnc aeorgegee Uneaten aap ea 2 
| Sich sn a arose PAGE aE RENE SS Rn rr Spee Cree Pe oka ea Ree ae 
_ @ en oe ee Ent erg REE REE PEM al or) 
i Sooper: See een a SR aC Beas came ee a Penney oe ?. 
3 S36 ope ee ee ae Cae soe ne SS ES Renee es oe = Oy Bo Ss ee “* 
— ee —Ci—“*=#n om EE Ee 
cc See ee tt oe ee Soe mee eo oe ee | 
FS — 2 SS eee ce ee See ae es nee cee Sa See gee oe =. oe | .* 
—— sheer SBR eee LS aia eas Seer nen ee ee SESS ee aes 2 eS 
Boece : ec: ee ee ee See Se es — hoe 
oe | es 5 ee ee cc eee 
a oe , | ood Se ON. RE. ee PS acini aR ane POPS ai nega ager aman Pa Se ae ee :| a 
rete j | aa Fee ee ae sane Bh eee Oe de ns hae SEER aaa ena ape RO are | ee 
ar glean 4 Eee: Sais Sake Seamer tens oie RRS i a RR a “A ER SoC RE RR OR a 
eee oe E | SoS Seca a Saison a Sas Pao RS ee es Be etn NN. 5 os Ri RR a es 
Sarria sabe eed ee a ae ee See eee : Se aan pe ae — , " 
see 23 i ; So me 
| na, 
: 3 | = 
_— ) 
? | | 
‘ a a a a RR tte RR Et | 
bey c | | 
: POT | 
: Te | 
. ' . - 
: re Z - | 
_ ae o j . mee 
as ES | _ 
ane * a 
sale ee | *s 
~ fa oo j us = 
ie ae ah ae ; ‘ 
" 4d | ‘ oe 
a, Ry 
Ni ee e 
Pe ea : 
Gea ee a 
ee | Ba 
eee ts ere 
3 a 
ieee oe ‘ 
| ones 4 ” 
Sap ae & 
pate ety: % 
Sea ae | i 
a | | | 
ss oak la | | 
eR 
oat ” oi 
Pee eee | 
Reeds eee =, 
are 
eae Pee | 
a a 
| 
| 
ae i 
oe — 
i 
| . 
: « 
5 ist, ee fee es ; 2 - rg Ne ied ar By Sy rie oe aa eat Piles ae << ; une Be 8 Moe SE RE, ae pce ae cain ioe a a et a ae F oh is aeeeets aes i 
ab Stet s ’ : a= Bere) gree Te “yea OE ee NO Au ee et a ae (an pre eng = Beet BREE SSRN SEEN ety Pat Be REMERON SA ei teen a LEE iG HED Rena Bed Rg tn ohn AE aR 8 AE Ee 
ory eee Perens. “amie o- Sees ea ee FE iy Fe eR “ae eS laurel oe Sea Saat me ti plates eee Soe panes ee ener A er em NS aes & aint iS Sy 
ete a Ngee D aagtth gc he sambeg Be a arn a ee PU, eG a, SPs eB ebay’ PN a Sea RE 0” 2 AM ete sag ot, ARG EP hs a, So Ny ig RNa ate on A Ae ye) SALE MRE” Qin SETAC Syn ie aC a ith Sa R gr sae 
f : tg he Pere pe? Boag: i See 6 veal ae ® “s apabities = a 2 ca Bean nS Daa hoe iia i We Pb be hide ola te ee aes ara 4 food Mh ae: ber Gee oped ee ees ee : e gee, eh NS ee Sane coh ea ate ee 
AS Lig ae hn ag td Tn. Ca aE DRE REST AL pee Ss re Pe gig Fle eth teN Tea eligi “MR 7 ee Se ies OSE Fie tee ye ME ar ae ae oN a eres hile eens sie cas carga Ammen. of Seething ae co: we! aya NE Meee he 
ea ae Psy re Ranieri Beene 2 ote es 2s Be Canes 5 oF Se he, otk, Roce Bete i? ee on = ert . hoes asf pg) Ba ae abe: vee, RG OT eae Ret CSAS Rg Te Te ar Se ae in aR ak ieat e MLLY, ah tT en Ane ae ae sah. Se a a a8 


AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1959 


AFL-CIO CHARTER is presented to newly-merged Toledo AFL-CIO Council after delegates repre- 
senting 70 local unions unanimously approved merger constitution. Left to right are: R. J. Thomas, 


assistant to AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, who presided at harmony convention; AFL-CIO Or- 
ganizer Frank Deutsch; Jesse Gallagher, AFL-CIO Region IX director; Fred Kunz, president of 
merged Toledo council; AFL-CIO Organizer Charles Coakwell; and Howard H. — secretary- 
treasurer of new Toledo central body. 


Ike Threatens New Steel. Move as 
Industry Torpedoes Negotiations 


(Continued from Page 1) 
gaining team of attending reopened 
negotiation sessions “in bad faith.” 

Union negotiators, McDonald 
said, attended the Washington talks 
called by Dir. Joseph F. Finnegan 
of the U.S. Mediation and Concili- 
ation Service with “a readiness to 
comproniise,” only to find that man- 
agement would not budge from its 
demands. 

At his Dec. 2 press conference, 
Pres. Eisenhower did not spell out 
what government action the Ad- 
ministration contemplated in the 
event that the injunction ran” its 
course without a settlement. 

He said, however, that the 
need for breaking the steel dead- 
lock was “vital to America,” and 
warned that if a voluntary agree- 


Steel Strike 
Supported by 


Md.-D.C. Labor‘. 


The Steelworkers’ struggle is 
“the struggle of us all,” declared 
the Maryland State and District of 
Columbia AFL-CIO in urging its 
133 affiliated locals to pledge and 
continue contributions of one 
hour’s pay per member per month. 

In the Steelworkers’ resolution, 
the delegates declared that “free 
Americans will not be whipped by 
employers or injunction.” 

The convention was scheduled 
to elect officers, act on a new con- 
stitution and map political action. 
At midpoint the delegates had 
passed these resolutions: 

Minimum wage — The conven- 
tion called on Congress to give 
“highest priority” to extending the 
federal wage-hour law to millions 
still denied its protection and to 
raise the $1 minimum to %$1.25. 
The resolution called for a 35-hour 
week and inclusion under the law 
of farm workers as the “most de- 
prived and most shamefully ill-paid 
group in the nation.” 

Civil rights—The delegates di- 
rected that the federation encour- 
age all affiliates to establish civil 
rights committees, work with civic 
and religious groups and help draft 
and push legislation in the Mary- 
land General Assembly. 

Reapportionment—The conven- 
tion empowered federatior officials 
to act to secure a reapportionment 
of representation in the state legis- 
lature. 


ment was not forthcoming “the 
government just cannot sit idly 
on its hands.” 
Etsenhower added that “the day 
that we abandon . . . honest free 
collective bargaining, it is going to 
be a sad day for the United States.” 
On Capitol Hill, a Senate labor 
subcommittee was reported set to 
launch hearings next month—pos- 


sibly on Jan. 6, just prior to the 


workers’ balloting on industry’s 
“last offer’—with a view to con- 
sidering creation of machinery t6 
settle major strikes. 

Meanwhile, Labor Sec. James P. 
Mitchell called for settlement of 
the strike on the basis of the same 
principle involved in the historic 
settlement hammered out in free 
collective bargaining between the 
Steelworkers and Kaiser Steel Corp. 
in October, before the T-H injunc- 
tion was issved. 

Without mentioning the Kai- 
ser settlement as such, Mitchell 
told the annual convention of 
the Investment Bankers Associa- 
tion in Bal Harbour, Fila., that 
harmony could be achieved if 
both parties recognized that 
“owners and stockholders, union 
members and employes, the con- 
sumers and the public, all have 
a right to a fair share of increas- 
ing productivity.” ; 

One key to the Kaiser settlement, 
rejected by U.S. Steel and the other 
industry giants, was creation of a 
tripartite committee of, labor, man- 
agement and public members to 
make recommendations “for a long- 
range formula to insure a proper 
sharing of the fruits of the com- 


pany’s progress among stockhold- 
ers, employes and the public.” 

The rest of steel management’s 
so-called “last offer,” which was 
sent not only to unionists but also 
to business, government and re- 
ligious leaders,in steel mill towns, 
is geared to what McDonald called 
a “heads-we-win-tails-you-lose” 
proposition to submit to arbitration 
the question of which work rules 
should be changed. 


‘Slick Propaganda’ Assailed 


~ “No amount of sugar-coating or 
slick propaganda can disguise the 


underlying. purpose of work rule. 


changes which management wants,” 
the union asserted in a letter to its 
half a million members signed by 
McDonald, Sec.-Treas. I. W. Abel, 
and Vice Pres. Howard R. Hague. 

“The companies,” the letter con- 
tinued, “want to institute wide- 
spread speedup practices through 
such techniques as unreasonable 


cutting of crew sizes, combining 


jobs unrealistically and _ shifting}. 
added duties to workers already 
burdened with peak loads. 

“If the companies are given 
the free hand they demand, as 
many as one out of every five 
basic Steelworkers — or more 
than 100,000—could be pushed 
out of their jobs and the work- 
load heaped on the shoulders of - 
those who are left in the mills.” 
Under this arrangement, the 

USWA warned its members, “Every 
basic job guarantee you won over 
20 years of painstaking bargaining 
would be put on the chopping 
block.” 


injunction period. 


order to reclaim profits” lost 
forced steel shutdown, : 


USWA Charges Speedup 
By Jones & Laughlin 


The Steelworkers have accused Jones & Laughlin Steel 
Corp., one of the industry leaders, of imposing a “cold- 
blooded” speedup on workers during the 80-day Taft-Hartley 


USWA Pres. David J. McDonald forwarded to Pres. Eisen- 
hower a copy of a J & L memorandum to its foremen calling 
on them to “reduce all (work) forces to a minimum . . . in 


The memorandum, which McDonald denounced as a “ruth- 
less” attempt to “sweat the workers and cheat the customers,” 
also instructed foremen to “take certain liberties” with the 
quality of steel shipped, explaining that under no circum- 
stances should steel be discarded unless it was certain that 
it would cause the customer “serious trouble.” 


during the 116-day induatry~ 


iNLRB Examiner Rules: . 


Hosiery Mill Guilty 


Of Anti-Union Drive 


A National Labor Relations Board trial examiner has accused 
the management of a hosiery mill in Franklin, N. C.—scene of the 
vicious beating of a Hosiery Workers’ organizer 10 months ago— 
of illegal “interference, restraint and coercion” of workers in an 


| effort to block an organizing drive. 


In an intermediate report, Trial‘ 
Examiner Max M. Goldman held 
that Franklin Hosiery Mills, a sub- 


|sidiary of the giant Burlington 


Mills, was guilty of a long list of 
unfair labor practices arising out 
of Hosiery Workers attempts to 
organize the plant. 

Specifically, the NLRB ‘examiner 
found the company guilty of: 

@ Discharging two employes for 
union activities and threatening to 
fire others associated with the or- 
ganizing drive. 

@ Threatening to close the plant 
rather than negotiate a contract 
with the Hosiery Workers or any 
other union. 

@ Seeking to have supiiions in- 
form on the activities of union 
members. 

@ Quizzing employes as to 
whether or not they were active 
in the union. 

'@ Fostering the impression 
among workers that their union 
activities were under surveillance. 

Goldman recommended that the 
NLRB issue a cease-and-desist or- 
der to prevent company officials 
from further interference with em- 
ployes “in the exercise of their 
right to self-organization.” At the 
same time, he recommended that 
the company be ordered to reinstate 
the two laidoff unionists, with back 
pay and full seniority rights. 


Mob Invaded Motel 


In February, at the height of the 
organizing drive, Organizer Robert 
D. Beame was attacked by a mob 
which invaded his motel room and 
stole authorization cards signed by 


workers at the Franklin mills, 


Beame sustained severe face and 
head wounds when he was beaten 
with a bottle, and was then forced 
out of town and over the state line 
into Georgia. A Franklin grand 
jury subsequently refused to indict 
any of the attackers despite a 
signed confession by one of the 
mob naming the participants. 

The Beame case came up during 
the NLRB examiner’s hearings, 
Testimony was introduced tending 
to show that Dan Stewart, a super. 
visor at the mill, told several work- 
ers that Beame’s motel room was 
under. constant surveillance. On 
the day of the beating, Stewart 
fired one unionist who had wit- 
nessed signatures on union authori 
zation cards, and the supervisor 
later was quoted as saying that he 
knew the names of all of the work- 
ers who had signed the cards stolea 
from Beame’s motel room. 


The assault on Beame was fol- 
lowed by a wave of similar anti- 
union violence in the South. Two 
weeks later Boyd E, Payton vice 
president and regional director 
of the Textile Workers Union of 
America, was assaulted in his 
motel room in Henderson, N. C., 
where the union was on strike 
against the Harriet-Henderson 
Cotton Mills. 


In May, TWUA Field Repre- 
sentatives Frank Barker and Frank 
Chupka were dragged ‘from their 
motel room in Fitzgerald, Ga., and 
beaten and knifed by a mob. This 
latter attack came during a strike 
against the Fitzgerald Mills Corp. 


Living Costs Climb 
To All-Time Record 


Living costs continued their climb in October, reaching a new 
all-time high for the sixth time in the past seven months. 

The Labor Dept.’s Bureau of Labor Statistics reported an in- 
crease of two-tenths of 1 percent between September and October 
as all categories of goods and services except food showed an 


The index at 125.5 was 1.5 per- 
cent higher than in October 1958 
and resulted in automatic increases 
of a cent-an-hour for about 1.25 
million ‘workers in the auto, farm 
equipment, aircraft and electrical 
industries under cost of living esca- 
lator clauses in collective bargain- 
ing agreements. 

The rise in living costs was re- 
flected in another Labor Dept. re- 
port that showed a drop in take- 
home pay and purchasing power 
for the average factory worker. 

The average worker with three 
dependents took home $80.03 in 
October, a drop of 30 cents and 
his buying power was reduced 
by six-tenths of one percent. 

The $80.03 take-home pay 
level in October 1959 was the 
same level as in December 1956. 
Steelworkers Pres. David J. Mc- 

Donald declared that the latest rise 
in the living costs index explodes 
the “fallacy of the steel industry’s 
position that earned wage increases 
for its employes cause ruinous in- 
flation.” 

“McDonald pointed out that 
steelworkers have not had a 
change ig their wage rates for 
17 months and more than a half 
million workers “did not even 
earn regular wages during the 
116-day shutdown.” He added: 

“We have tried for many months 
with facts and logic to convince 


the leaders of eonwpat that their | sgades Council. 


increase. » 


mock crusade against inflation is a 
cruel hoax perpetrated on their 
employes and the American people. 
The deaf ear they turned to our 
arguments helped to promote the 
longest and costliest strike in mod- 
ern history.” 

Contributing to the rise in the 
index in October were: a 1.4 per- 
cent increase in transportation 
costs reflecting higher prices for 
1960 autos and the 1-cent increase 
in the federal tax on gasoline; a 
three-tenths of 1 percent rise in 
housing costs with the increase in 
rents the highest since December 
1957; and a four-tenths of 1 per- 
cent increase in apparel prices. 


ITU Agent Dies 
In Plane Crash 


Sinclair L. Muir, 55, an inter- 
national representative for the 
Typographical Union, was killed 
Dec. 2 in a plane crash in Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. 

Muir was one of 25 nepeous 
aboard the Allegheny Airlines 
plane who lost- their lives when the 
twin-engine airliner crashed into 
a mountainside and burned-while 
trying to, land during a blinding 
snowstorm. 

Muir was president of Philadel- 
phia ITU Local 2 from 1942 to 
1957 and was a former secretary of 


Philadelphia’s Allied Printing. _ 
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| ILA and Shippers Beat T-H Deadline 


East Coast Agreement 
Protects Work Crews 


(Continued from Page 1) 
tick J. Connolly, chairman of the 
union negotiating team, and Alex- 
ander P. Chopin, chairman of 
the New York Shipping Associa- 
tion, hailed the agreement as a 
“very good contract” and noted it 
marked the first time the industry 
had reached an agreement within 
the limits of an 80-day Taft-Hart- 
ley injunction. 

The ELA opened negotiations 
with the waterfront employers 
Aug. 1, two months before the 


old contracts were due to expire. 


N.Y. Cracks Down — 
On ‘Deceptive’ Unions 


The walkout began Oct. 1 after 
Gulf Coast shippers backed out 
of an agreement to extend the 
contract with union-won gains to 
be made retroactive. 

The Administration almost im- 
mediately set up a three-man Presi- 
dential Board of Inquiry, as re- 
quired by Taft-Hartley, to deter- 
mine whether a waterfront tieup 
imperiled the. national health or 
safety. Twenty-four hours later 
the panel reported affirmatively to 
Pres. Eisenhower, who immediately 


instructed the Justice Dept. to ob- | 


tain the injunction. Cast 


New York-—A crackdown on self-chartered local “unions” which 
use initials similar to those of legitimate trade unions associated with 
the AFL-CIO has been launched by the New York State Labor 


Relations Board. 


In the first action under this new policy, the board stivcl from 


the name of: a self-styled union‘ 
which had requested certification 
the initials “UAW” on the grounds 
that use of the initials was “decep- 
tive.” 

The self-chartered local wanted 
to call itself the “Industrial Work- 
ers of Allied Trades, Local 199, 
UAW, CUA.” Terming the use 
of the “UAW” initials—which have 
long been associated with the 
United Auto Workers—to be “mis- 
leading, deceptive and confusing,” 
the board declared: 


“This board will not knowing- 
ly be a party to any possible de- 
ception which might lead voting 
employes to believe that the pe- 
titioner is other than what it is, 
or that it is affiliated with one of 


the largest labor organizations in 
the country, or with the AFL- 
cio.” 

Chairman Jay Kramer also cited 
the action of the New York State 
Supreme Court which earlier this 
year enjoined the local in question 
from using the words “United 
Automobile Workers” or “UAW” 
in its name. 

Kramer also revealed that the 
board had dismissed 14 additional 
cases involving another self-char- 
tered “union,” the Organized Build- 
ing and Factory Service Employes 
Union, Local 21, on the grounds 
that it was a “paper local” and not 
eligible for the board’s service be- 
cause it was not actually function- 
ing for collective bargaining. 


“ABC Wins Election, 


Cracks ‘Open Shop’ City 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Chamber of Commerce man- 
ager, Dave Coonley, called it a 
“shock” and “bad news” for the 
community. He told reporters 
that he knew of no other labor 
organization in Greenville Coun- 
ty with the exception of a hand- 
ful of organized truck drivers. 


He added pointedly that the 


Appeals Court 
Ruling Favors 
Brewery Union 


Denver—The 10th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals has ruled that 
efforts of Brewery Workers Local 
366 to persuade dealers against ac- 
cepting beer deliveries were not a 
secondary boycott. 

The National Labor Relations 
Board, acting on a complaint of 
Adolph Coors Co. of Golden, 
Colo., sought’ enforcement of its 
1957 unfair labor practice ruling 
against Local 366. 

Strikers followed delivery trucks 
and urged merchants not to accep 
the beer, carried picket signs and 
promoted consumer boycotts 
through handbills. 

The court found there was no 
attempt to keep employes of retail- 
ers from crassing a picket line and 
the strikers’ action caused no re- 
tailer work stoppages. The court’s 
Opinion apparently was based on 
the law as it stood before the Lan- 
drum-Griffin Act put restrictions on 
picketing while allowing union in- 
formational campaigns. 


Sauer Co. which manufactures 
mayonnaise in the Greenville sub- 
urb of Malden had not consulted 
the chamber before the election. 

Local 503 represents workers in 
the Carolinas and parts of Virginia 
and has organized Sauer’s head- 
quarters plant in Richmond. Busi- 
ness Agent James E. Miller termed 
the election result “quite a vic- 
tory” and said it was the first un- 
ion success in Greenville County 
in more than 20 years. 

The NLRB victory came after 
a harsh campaign by the Sauer 
Co. which included firing of. union 
leaders, a series of layoffs and re- 
hirings, spying on union meetings, 
talks with and letters to individ- 
ual workers. 

Typical of the company’s ap- 
proach was the reaction of the 
plant manager to the results of 
the vote. A union representa- 
tive said he kicked a chair across 
the room in anger and imme- 
diately posted a notice that sala- 
ries effective the next day would 
be $1 per hour and all employes 
were laid off with the exception 
of 20 people. 

At the present time all but three 
have been rehired. Still pending 
are unfair labor practice charges 
filed by the unidn over the firing 
of three workers during the or- 
ganizational campaign. 

Miller, noting that the Sauer 
campaign was one of the bitterest 
the union has been engaged in, 
said further resistance by the com- 
pany was possible. 

But as of right now labor has 
put a good-sized dent in the anti- 
labor front in this South Carolina 


town, 


TWO STRIKERS at Wilson & Co. plant at Memphis, Tenn., 
a typical weekly basket made available to the strikers and their families. 
of the Packinghouse Workers, on strike at six Wilson plants since Nov. 3, have asked ——— 
not to buy the firm’s products until a settlement is reached. 


study the food items contained in 


About 5,000 members 


NLRB Issues. 
New Rules on 
Strikers’ Vote 


The National Labor Relations. 
Board has ruled that economic 
strikers who have been permanently 
replaced by strikebreakers will be 
eligible to vote in representation 
elections by challenged ballot only. 
If the challenged ballots can de- 
termine the outcome of such an 
election the board will at that time 
decide how to handle such votes. 
In effect the board has thus with- 
held a complete policy decision on 
the economic: strikers section of 
[the Landrum-Griffin Act until the 
need for a decision arises. x 
Landrum-Griffin Provision 


The Landrum-Griffin Act says 
that economic strikers can vote in 
NLRB elections subject to “such 
regulations as the board shall find 
are. consistent with the _ purposes 
and provisions of this act in any 
election conducted within 12 
months after the commencement 
of the strike.” 

Under the Taft-Hartley Act 
strikers were barred from voting 
in NLRB elections if they had been 
replaced by strikebreakers, setting 
up a situation where an employer 
could provoke a strike, discharge 
union members and then petition 
for an election to determine if.the 
union represented his workers, with 
only strikebreakers eligible to vote. 

The Landrum-Griffin provision 
was designed to correct this situa- 
tion, but beyond the provision that 
strikers could not vote after a strike 
was more than a year old, left the 
specific regulations to the NLRB. 


cisions that workers engaged in a 
strike who have been discharged 
for cause and who have not been 
rehired or reinstated before the 
election are ineligible. Distharge 
for cause usually means miscon- 
duct on the picket line. 

Strikers who have been replaced 
rather than discharged, as well as 
their strikebreaker replacements, 
can vote under the board decisions 
by challenged ballot. These ballots 
would be segregated and counted 
only if they could affect the results. 

Under the original Wagner Act 
only strikers were permitted to vote 
in representation elections. Later 


both strikers and strikebreakers 
were allowed to vote. The Taft- 
Hartley Act disfranchised strikers. 

The board’s new rulings indicate 
that it will not get involved in 
whether or not a striking worker 
has been discharged for cause but 
will decide such issues when ques- 


tions of voter eligibility arise. 


The board said in a series of de-. 


the regulations were changed and f[ 


‘Closed Shop’ Finding 


Is Overturned by Court 


The U.S. Court of Appeals has overturned a National Labor 


Relations Board ruling which had held that a contract between 
Typographical Local 37 and the Honolulu Star-Bulletin consti- 
tuted an “illegal closed shop agreement.” 


The court upheld the ITU and the newspaper in their conten- 


tion that the employment of five’? 


non-union workers—all with con- 
tinuous service of at least 10 years 
—in the Star-Bulletin’s composing 
room was proof that no closed shop 
agreement was in force or intended. 

The contract in question, the 
court declared, specifically stated 
that printers “need not be mem- 
bers of the union.” 

The NLRB had held that, de- 
spite the presence of such a “savy- 
ings clause,” the contract was “dis- 
criminatory” and “illegal in char- 
acter” because it incorporated into 
the agreement with the Hawaiian 
newspaper the ITU’s general laws 
which provide, among other things, 
that only union members can op- 
erate composing room machinery. 


“Erroneous” Reasoning 
In rejecting the labor board’s 
reasoning as “erroneous,” the ap- 
peals court pointed to the fact that 


the ITU contract with the Star- 
Bulletin specified that those sec- 


tions of the union’s general laws 
which were in conflict with the 
statutes would not be enforced. 


“We do not see how language 
could have been clearer,” the 
appellate court said in its de- | 
cision. : 

In overturning the NLRB’s de- 
cision, the appeals court invali- 
dated a companion order by which 
the labor board ordered the union 
and the newspaper to reimburse 
composing room employes for all 


.dues and assessments deducted un- 


der a_ checkoff provision since 
October 1956—six months prior to 
the filing of the complaint with the 
labor board. 

Involved in the case, in addition 
to the ruling. on the closed shop, 
were orders from the NLRB to re- 
instate two employes it claimed 
were fired discriminatorily. The 
court ruled that one of the firings 
was proper and ordered the news- 
paper to rehire the other worker. 


Utility Workers Gain 


(Continued from Page 1) 
and extended meetings with media- 
tors in close touch with the situa- 
tion, Pachler said. 
Chairman of the negotiating com- 
mittee was Michael Sampson, busi- 
ness manager of Local 1-2. 


The pact provides a minimum 20- 


cent hourly pay increase over the 
two-year period and a maximum of 
29.5 cents. In addition, about 12 
cents an hour will be used to elimi- 
nate inequities in many depart- 
ments, to accelerate and continue 
a wage progression plan and to 
make available to all workers with 
less than 25 years’ service an in- 
crease of $2 a week. 


Other gains included three 
weeks of vacation after 10 years 
of service in addition to the ex- 
isting schedule of two weeks 
after one year and four weeks 
after 25 years. 

The midnight shift allowance 
was increased from 5 percent to 
7.5 percent and a meal allowance 


was negotiated, to be effective after 


40c Package at Con-Ed 


two hours of any overtime work. 

The company guaranteed in the 
contract the continuation of the 
1958 promotional program. over 
the next two years, a plan that will 
benefit approximately 4,000 work- 
ers. The contract provides also 
that all workers called in on their 
day off will get minimum travel 
time plus work of at least six hours 
at the overtime rate. 

The union shop provision in ef- 
fect in previous agreements is con-_ 
tinued. 


Labor Editor Tichenor 


Dies in New York 


New York—George Tichenor, 
editor of Union Spotlight and -a 
former editor Of The Hatworker, 
publication of the Hat, Cap and 
Millinery Workers, died here at the 
age of 52. 

Tichenor, a former newspaper- 
man and free lance writer; also 
served as associate editor of Co-op 
Highlights, a publication of Mid- 
Eastern Cooperatives, 
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eee NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5, 1959 


‘Ruethee Birthday 


TS AFL-CIO. MARKS its fourth birthday in a time of crisis 
for the labor movement—or perhaps it is more accurate to say 
in a time of continuing crisis. 

Since.the historic merger of the AFL and the CIO on Dec. 5, 
1955, the AFL-CIO and its affiliates have been weathering political 
attacks, econamic recessions, legislative assaults and.in the past 


few months a sustained campaign to destroy effective union strength. 


The merged federation has met. and repelled these challenges in 
the past four years, meanwhile overcoming the internal stresses 
and strains of a new organization. At its convention this year, the 
federation demonstrated its growing unity and strength by aan 
ing two programs that may well blaze new trails: 

@ The adoption of the principle of final and binding arbitra- 
tia. to settle internal disputes. 

_ @ The creation of an AFL-CIO defense fund to support the 
shock troops of the Steelworkers in their -critical battle for sur- 
vival, and the extension of this fund to other AFL-CIO unions 
battling the most massive campaign in over 20 years to destroy 


trade unions as effective instruments in the battle for industrial — 


democracy. ce 

The AFL-CIO has weathered the crisis of its first four years— 
and will survive the current assault—because on all major policy 
questions there is a solid, tight united front. ‘No longer can the 
enemies of labor easily play off one faction against another or pit 
unionist against unionist. 

' This is the lesson of merger, the lesson of the past four years. 
In light of the severity of the attacks, the massive, well-financed 
campaigns, only a united labor movement could suryive and con- 
tinue to make progress in insaring workers a fair ‘share of the 
wealth they help produce. 

The continuing advances of the trade union movement in face 
of the well-marshalled opposition of the past four years should by 
this time have put to final rest the Cassandras and the viewers-with- 
_ alarm who have gloomily been predicting—on an almost monthly 
basis—the imminent demise of the AFL-CIO. 

As it starts into its fifth year the AFL-CIO is determined ‘that 
the labor movement will remain united and strong and . grow 
stronger, for the nation’s workers and the nation itself are the prime 
beneficiaries of a free, strong, democratic trade union movement. 


Preparing for Congress 


HE SECOND SESSION of the 86th Congress is just a few 

weeks away and organized labor is prepared once again to take 
the leadership in the battle to secure enactment of a program to 
benefit all America. 

The first step in preparing for the 1960 congressional year is the 
calling of a legislative conference for early January that will lay 
the framework for action during the session. 

Labor’s goals in the 1960 session will be, as always, in the 
area of enlightened public interest measures that benefit the en- 
tire nation. The AFL-CIO program as outlined by the conven- 
tion this year is a broad program designed to build a strong and 
prosperous nation. This program will be the basis for discussion 
at the conference. 

The second session of the 86th Congress will be vitally important 
because it will help shape the direction of the 1960. presidential 
election campaign. But even more important is the fact that the 
first session failed to act decisively in most vital areas and the 
session. opening in January will provide another opportunity to 
enact a positive, meaningful program. 
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lies and attempts to monopolize,” he said, 


Rep. Celler Warns: 


Labor Anti-Trust Laws Would 
Destroy Unions, Bargaining 


VEHEMENT DEMANDS from business and 
industrial interests that the trade union movement 
be restricted by anti-trust laws are regularly 
registered these days. 

The theme is picked up by extremist column- 
ists and editorial writers. Rarely do these advo- 
cates risk a detailed examination of just how 
these laws should be applied and what would 
be the ultimate consequences. 


Some insight into these consequences was of- 
fered recently by Rep. Emanuel Celler (D-N.Y.), 
chairman of the House Judiciary Committee and 
its Anti-Trust Subcommittee. Writing in the [UD 
Digest, publication of the AFL-CIO’s Industrial 
Union Dept., Celler pointed out that making 
unions subject to anti-trust laws: would destroy 
both unions and collective bargaining. 


“Presumably the object of such laws would 
be to restore ‘competition’ to the labor market,” 
he said. “This would mean a return to the 
‘good old days’ of take-it-or-leave-it individual 
bargaining with workers engaging in cutthroat 
competition among themselves for jobs.” 


- Celler notes that one of the basic purposes of 
a labor union is to eliminate wage competition 
among the employes in a labor market. . 


“When it is recalled that anti-trust laws pro- 
hibit combinations in restraint of trade, monopo- 
“it is 
immediately clear that a literal application of these 
prohibitions to labor would require the dissolu- 
tion of even the smallest union. 


~ 


“THE MEMBERS of a union agree not to com- 
pete for jobs by undercutting each other’s wages. 
So, too, every strike or picket line seeks to elimi- 
nate the employer’s alternate supply of labor. 
Thus,-if humzin labor were to be equated with a 
commodity of commerce, all unions and virtually 
all the practices they engage in would become 
illegal.” 

Celler said that placing unions under anti-trust 
restrictions would reverse our federal policy, un- 


broken since 1914, which recognized that “the — 


human being is not a commodity or article of 
commerce.” 

He lists some of the fundamental reasons why 
labor unions “differ profoundly” from business 
associations, They include: 


@ The worker sells his physical self, not prop- 
erty. The value of labor, if withheld, can never 


be recovered. He cannot store it or ship it but 
must exercise it or lose it, 


e@ This need of workers, who are dependent on 
wages for life itself, to make fruitful disposition 
of their labor, is reflected in the manner in which 
wages are set. On a commercial market, the seller 
sets a price. In wage setting, where collective 
bargaining is absent, it is the employer-buyer 
who sets the wage—and the worker can take it 
or leave it. 


@ The worker is always confronted by a com- 
bination. Celler quotes Adam Smith in his. classic 
Wealth of Nations: “Masters are always and 
everywhere in a sort of tacit, but constant and 
uniform combination not to raise the, wages of 
labor above their actual rate... . 


@ The worker is forced to compete with his 
fellow worker far more than an employer com- 
petes with his business competitor. Workers 
haven’t the resources and the mobility to move 
their homes and families to places where wages 
are higher. In times of unemployment, moreover, 


-individual workers are subject to conditions of 


cut-throat competition. 


LOW WAGES and unemployment tend to in- 
crease the supply of labor rather than to decrease 
it as more and more workers enter the labor 
market to eke out falling family income. The 
individual worker, unlike the seller of a com- 
modity, has no power to withdraw his labor from 
the market for any length of time. 


Celler also provides some other reasons why 
it is misleading to compare unions Bice. business 
monopolies: 


“Unions do not have the kind of control over 
the labor of their members that is enjoyed by 
the owners over the goods they sell, No more 
than their individual members, can unions store 
or ship that labor. Nor are they in a. position 
to make unrestricted delivery of it, This im- 
perfect control, compared to the control exer- 
cised by sellers over the goods they sell, sharply 
limits the power of unions. They are not truly 
sellers but brokers of labor—a_ perishable, 
variable and relatively immobile product.” 


One cannot ignore, Celler observes, that the 
“few decades during which organized labor and 
collective bargaining have enjoyed federal pro- 
tection have marked an unprecedented advance 
in our economy.” (Washington Window—PAl) 
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in SE 


A 1952 LETTER of the late Sen. Taft has been injected into 
the 1960 presidential campaign in what apparently is an effort 
by the Nixon camp to warn its GOP Old Guard supporters against 
being “blitzed” by the Rockefeller forces in the Republican nomi- 
nating convention. There are ironies involved. 


The Taft letter was written to his loyal supporters to help pre- 
serve them from the sin of jealous recriminations and backbiting 
in the aftermath of the 1952 convention, when the senator’s last 
hope for a presidential nomination was knocked out by the Eisen- 
hower drive. 

Taft wrote his followers not to blame each other for tactical 
mistakes in the convention or waste energy otherwise in post 
mortems.. He said Gen. Eisenhower had long previously been 
picked by: financial, banking and publishing interests as the GOP 
candidate: and_ that these interests simply prevailed. 

Dispassionate political observers of the events of 1952 could 
‘find no quarrel with this analysis. The financial interests feared, 
whether rightly or wrongly, that Taft “could not win” and thought 
that Eisenhower could. They distrusted Taft on foreign policy, 
including foreign economic policy. It is precisely these financial 
interests that controlled the GOP conventions against Taft in 1940 
and 1948 as well as in 1952. They turned him down for Willkie 
and for Gov. Dewey as well as for Eisenhower. 

_ The effect of publication of the letter now, for Nixon’s people, 
is to remind the GOP. professionals that they have been “taken” 
three times by the easterners and internationalists, and that the 
same forces may be seeking to whip them with Rockefeller, still 
a fourth candidate offering a more “liberal” image. = 

* - * : 


AMONG THE IRONIES is that Mr. Nixon, whose people are 
now summoning up the ghost of Taft asa protection against Rocke- 
feller, was by no means wholly devoted to Taft himself in 1952. 

He went to the convention as a delegate pledged to Earl Warren, 
at that time governor of California. So did Sen. Knowland, then 
his senior senatorial colleague. Knowland honorably lived up to 
his commitment, even to the extent of flatly turning down approaches 
from Taft’s leaders proffering him the vice presidential nomination. 
It has never been equally clear that Nixon rejected, with similar 
forthrightness, approaches from the Eisenhower leaders. 

His selection as Eisenhower’s running-mate was publicly _pre- 
dicted, with no memorable loud protest from him, by John S. 
Knight of the Chicago Daily News two days before Eisenhower 
himself was nominated. 


1 


. * * 


THE SECOND IRONY—a kind of political wry joke on every- 
body—is. that in office Pres. Eisenhower has not proved more 
“liberal” than Taft might have been. 


In the 1952 and 1953 stories about Taft’s dealings with Eisen- 
hower about the President’s program and first GOP budget, the 
senator appeared wholly as a conservative anxious to prevent the 
interloper from sullying the image of GOP standpattism. 

But in the Senate as a legislator Taft had never been wholly a 
reactionary. He helped sponsor the first comprehensive housing 
bill—the Wagner-Ellender-Taft bill—and he had sponsored it 
in the 80th Congress when his party was in power as well as 
earlier and later. He helped put through an actual Senate = 
for federal grants for school construction. 


Mr. Eisenhower's posture on such programs, and on such others 
as social security, hospital and health programs, minimum wage and 
area redevelopment, has been consistently negative. 

Indeed, the Rockefeller campaign of 1960 is based on a premise 
that after eight years of Eisenhower, he GOP program must be 
liberalized and brought up to date. 


LANDRUM-GRIFFIN BILL was analyzed for 225 Chicago-area 
unionists at day-long institute at Roosevelt University, Left to 
right: Frank McCallister, director of university’s Labor Education 
Division and institute chairman; Rep. Roman C, Pucinski (D-II), 
member of House Labor Committee; and Kenneth Meiklejohn, 


70, 000 Victims Exploited: 


a new union—the Intl. Maritime 


Workers Union. 


New Maritime Union Formed | 
To Organize ‘Runaway’Ships 


The drive to end exploitation of 70,000. seamen aboard “runaway” ships and to bring them fair 
wages and decent working conditions has entered an important: new phase. with the formation of 


Creation of the new union intended to lead an all-out organizing campaign was announced by . 
Pres. Joseph Curran of the Maritime Union and Pres. Paul Hall of the Seafarers, whose memberships. 


last “month overwhelmingly en- 
dorsed the joint organizing effort. 
Hall and Curran will serve as 
co-chairmen of the new union, 
which will direct its efforts toward 
bringing trade union economic and 
working standards to crews of ships 
flying “flags of convenience.” 
The “flag of convenience” term 
is applied by ‘sea unions to those 
ships whose owners have registered 
them in countries otlier than their 
actual economic base in order to 
evade prevailing labor standards, 
taxes and safety regulations. 
Nearly 1,700 Runaways 

The two unions estimate that 
there are 1,695 ships—totaling over 
24 million tons of shipping—flying 
the flags of-Liberia, Panama and 
Honduras, the principal havens of 
“runaway” ships. 

The proyisional constitution of 
the new Intl. Maritime Workers 
Union describes its objective as the 
organization of “all seamen em- 
ployed aboard vessels whose flags 
are foreign to the U.S. and whose 


has warned. 


| ultimate ownership or control has | 
no substantial connection with the 
country, of registry.” 

The constitution pledged that 
the. organizing drive would aim 
at assuring the 70,000 seamen 
involved “just and fair treat- 
ment” and an improvement: in 
their “wages, their hours of la- 
bor, and their working condi- 
tions.” 

The co-chairmen said the or- | 
ganization will function in all ma- 
jor U.S. ports and wherever else 
may be necessary to service the 
membership. 

Although the initial staff and fa- 
cilities will be provided by the SIU 


and NMU, the constitution pro-| 


vides for participation by all other 
AFL-CIO sea unions, including the 
licensed deck, engine and radio 
Officers’ unions. , 

Establishment of the new union 
follows a year of joint activity by 
American waterfront unions and 
other unions affiliated with the 


Intl. Transportworkers Federation 


Six States to Be ‘Work’ ) 
In ’60, Non-Partisan Council Warns 


Anti-labor forces will mount major Offensives in at least six states in 1960 in an effort to foist so- 
called “right-to-work” Jaws on the trade union movement, the National Council for Industrial Peace — 


.on the problem of runaway regis- 
try. A year ago, unions in 62 na- 


| tions staged a boycott of Panlibhon 


vessels which tied up over 200 of 
the “runaway” ships in a four-day 
period. 

' “Based on what the exploited 


‘crews of these ships have told us. 


over the past year,” Curran and 


‘Hall said, “we are certain that the 
Intl. Maritime Workers Union will | 


meet an enthusiastic response. 
“Our aim is to provide the 
seamen on runaway ships with. 
the means of obtaining, for the 
first time, a proper collective bar- 
gaining relationship which will 
assure them decent standards, 
working conditions, welfare pro- 
tection, and job security.” 

The provisional constitution pro- 
vides that Hall and Curran shall 
call a constitutional convention for 
the purpose of adopting a perma-— 
nent constitution “when in their 
judgment the enrollment in the 


‘union reaches a substantial num- 


ber of members in good standing.” 


Battlefield 


Although backers of compulsory open shop legislation recently asserted in Los Angeles that they 
are-active in only three states, John M. Redding, director of the non-partisan NCIP, said there would 


be full-scale efforts to put over 
“work” proposals in Delaware, Ver- 
mont, New Mexico, Idaho, Mon- 
tana and Washington next year. 


The “right-to-work” declara- 
tion that their forces were busy 
in only three states, Redding 
cautioned, may have. been in- 
tended “to lull people into a 
false sense of security” while 
the groundwork for enactment 
of the restrictive legislation was 
being laid. 

The statement on alleged re- 
duced activity by “work” law. back- 
ers came from Reed Larson, execu- 
tive vice president of the National 
“Right-to-Work” Committee, which 
sponsored a closed meeting in Los 
Angeles to mull over the beating 
taken by their forces in the 1958 
election. Last year, “work” pro- 
posals were defeated in five of the 
six states where they appeared on 
the ballot.” 


Following the California meet- 
ing, Larson announced that “right- 
to-work” proponents would switch 
their tactics in 1960, changing from 
referendums on the ballot to efforts 
to push the bills in the state legis- 
latures so that Republican. candi- 
dates could “breathe easy.” 

In 1958, Republican candidates 
were badly mauled at the polls in 
those. states where the “work” 
propositions were on the ballot. 

Redding, whose citizens’ coun- 
cil has been a key factor in 
arousing the public to the perils 
of compulsory open-shop legis- 
lation, conceded that the “right- 
to-work” forces obviously were 
keying their 1960 strategy to ac- 
tivities in state legislatures. 

At the same time he warned 
against assuming that there would 
be no attempt to put the measure 
on state referendum ballots next 
November. 


“If they think they’ve found 
another Kansas,” Redding said, re- 
ferring to the only state where the 
“work” proposal won out in 1958, 
“there’s no guarantee that they 
won't try a referendum.” 


As proof of the refusal of “work” 
forces to give up despite repeated 
defeats, Redding pointed to the fact 
that Washington will be one of the 
major arenas for the “work” fight 
in 1960—despite the fact that the 
anti-labor forces were defeated 


legislature in that state in the past 
four years. 

The National Council for Indus- 
trial Peace, headed by Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt and former Sen. Herbert 
H. Lehman (D-N. Y.), was formed 
in 1958 with a long-range goal of 
promoting good labor-management 
relations and , avoiding industrial 
strife. 


Close Tax Loopholes Favoring 
‘Runaway’ Shops, TWUA Urges 


Congress has been urged to close two “special loopholes” in the federal income tax system dealing 


with local industrial development bonds on the grounds that the exemptions are “discriminatory” and’ 
encourage “unsound” economic development by “enticing”: industry with special favors. 

Testifying at a hearing before the House Ways and Means Committee which is taking a comprehen- 
sive look at the nation’s tax system, Solomon Barkin, research director for the Textile Workers Union, 


tions granted bond holders and 

those given for rental payments in 

municipal industrial developments. 
In place of the industrial bond 
ysed by communities 
to lure new industries by offering 
special tax favors, Barkin recom- 
mended that Congress adopt a 
program of economic assistance 
such as that contained in a pend- 

ing area redevelopment bill. 


The measure—similar to one ve- 
toed by Pres. Eisenhower in 1958 
—was passed by the Senate early 
this year but has been stalled in the 
powerful House Rules Committee. 


staft counsel for AFL-C1O incomes Union Dept, 


of America, criticized tax exemp-9 os way” ships 00 deptesed 


localities, the TWUA_ spokesman 


eral technical and financial assist- 
ance to these distressed and. under- 
developed areas” would “assure 
constructive and planned economic 
reconstruction.” 

While Barkin was iciiiiieiiail 
ing closing of tax loopholes, the 
U. S. Chamber of Commerce came 
out for an income tax revision plan 
loaded heavily in favor of those in 
the upper brackets and coupled 
with a “temporary” federal sales 

The tax reduction measure— . 


In place of tax inducement to 


sponsored by Representatives 


said, a “constructive system of fed- 


Howard H. Baker (R-Tenn.) and | 
A. Sydney Herlong, Jr. (D-Fia.) 
—would gradually reduce the — 
lowest tax bracket from 20 to 15 
percent, while the top bracket 
was being slashed from 91 to 47 
percent and corporation taxes — 
were being reduced from 52 to | 
47 percent. “ 
The immediate loss of revenue 
through such a program, the cham- 
ber conceded, would be $3.5 billion 
a year, but it contended “this could 
be offset” by a sales tax. The AFL- 
CIO has consistantly opposed sales 
taxes as “regressive,” arguing that 
their burden falls hardest on low 
\income groups. : 
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twice on the ballot and twice in the , 
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_Spirit‘of Henderson:* ; sess 2 
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f° “‘WeWill Not Be Moved, Strikers 


“THIS IS A MOMENT OF TRIUMPH,” Jean Coghill, daughter of 
striking Textile Workers Union of America member at Harriet- 
Henderson Cotton Mills, declares on behalf of all children of 
strikers, saluting their parents’ fight for justice on first anniversary 
of labor dispute. % Bee Pens es 
BEARDED TWUA VETERAN joins with unionists from 10 states in moving 
rally in strife-torn Henderson, N. C. as organized labor pledges solidarity with 
strikers. AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany sent a message to the rally declaring: 
“You are not forgotten by the labor movement.” 


KEY FIGURE in bitter Henderson struggle, Boyd E. Payton (right), the union’s 
Carolinas’ director, welcomes featured speaker at rally, TWUA Vice Pres. Sol 
Stetin, to platform as local officers, union members, look on. : 


“FREEDOM FIGHTER,” weekly publication of strikers, is read by 
three trade unionists attending weekend ceremonies in Henderson. 
Despite year of strife, strikers reaffirmed their determination to 
continue fight to preserve their union. The AFL-CIO has repeatedly 
called the strike a struggle for simple justice. — 


BTstts Bi 
j Bee 
| Lends a helsing 


as LT : Zs ‘ 5 EE Re LEIED IE eae : # i 
TRAILER-LOAD of help for Henderson strikers was brought to THEIR SPIRIT UNDAUNTED by the long struggle for justice, strikers, their children and guests 
rally by delegation from TWUA Local 972, Trenton, N. J. Caval- climax anniversary of Harriet-Henderson dispute with lively dance session. More than 1,500 un- 
. cade of unionists from 10 states brought tons of food and clothing, ionists attended weekend ceremonies which marked first large TWUA gathering in Henderson since 
together with cash and checks, to help the strikers. National Guard was called in last May to escort scabs into struck mills, : 
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—= | ILO ‘Shocked? by Murder: 


e 


Hungary, 


yeria Hit 


For Anti-Unionism 


'Geneva—-The suppression of trade union rights and flagrant vio- 
Jations of justice in Algeria and Hungary -were bitterly denounced 


at the four-day session here of the Intl. Labor Organization’s gov-|= 


erning body. 


“The trade union movement the world over has been deeply 
shocked and horrified” by the death¢ 


of Aissat Idir, Algerian labor lead- 


er, Rudy Faupl, U.S. worker dele- 
gate, told the 40-member executive 
group of United Nations’ agency. 

Faupl spoke as acting chairman 
of the workers’ group on the re- 
port of the ILO’s Freedom of As- 
sociation Committee which sharp- 
ly attacked the French govern- 
ment’s actions. Idir died of burns 
last July under suspicious circum- 
stances while still under detention 
although acquitted by a French 
military court. 

Acting on a complaint filed by 
the Intl Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions, the -. committee 
called on the French government 
to stop holding Algerian labor 
leaders without a fair trial and to 
release promptly those maces 
when ‘tried. 

“The forced detention and 
execution after acquittal of Aissat 
Idir, general secretary of the 
General Union of Algerian 
Workers, and the imprisonment 
by the French government of 
other trade union officials in Ab 
geria, have again focused world 
attention on the broader ques- 
tion of the suppression of free- 
dom of association of the work- 
ers of Algeria,” Faupl said. 

At the committee’s request, the 
governing body put off action on 
the Algerian issue until the com- 


mittee has been able to give it 
further consideration and get more 
information from the French. 
The governing body also called 
on the: Hungarian Communist gov- 
ernment to commute death sen- 
tences passed on Hungarian jour- 
nalists and writers. The decision 


was taken with the adoption of the |j 


PRESIDENTS of two AFL-CIO unions—Paul Nagle (left) of Postal Transport and Howard Cough- 
lin of Office Employes—are shown in Washington prior to leaving for Cologne, Germany, where they 
served as U.S. delegates to fifth session of the Intl. Labor Organization’s Advisory Committee on 
Salaried Employes and Professional Workers. Coughlin and Nagle were appointed by Labor Sec. 
James P. Mitchell on the recommendation of AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany. 


Freedom of Association Commit- 
tee’s study of a complaint lodged 
by journalists who have fied the 
eastern European countries, __ 
Only the Soviet. and Czecho- 
slovak government delegates op- 
posed the adoption of the report. 
The Indian government delegate, 
however, abstained in the vote. 
Although an ILO member, Hun- 
gary is not represented on the gov- 
erning body. At the annual con- 
ference of the 80-nation ILO last 
summer the Hungarian govern- 
ment, worker and employer dele- 
gates were all thrown out. The 
conference refused to seat them 
because their credentials had been 
issued by a government imposed 
on the people by Soviet arms. 
The workers at the governing 
body session chalked up a success 
when they succeeded in having in- 
cluded on the 1961 ILO confer- 
ence agenda the questions of-em- 
ployment’ problems and_ policies, 
vocational training and equality of 
treatment of citizens and non-citi- 
zens in matters of social security. 


Meany Hails Progress 


(Continued from ‘Page. ye 
ent nations and more coming.” 

Africa is the “last battleground 
against old-style colonialism,” he 
declared, and as in Asia, free trade 
unions have been in the forefront 
of the fight for national independ- 
ence and freedom. 

“This is as it should be,” said 
the AFL-CIO president, “workers 
and their organizations everywhere 
should be in the front line of every 
fight for freedom. Without national 
freedom there can be no free labor. 
Until the question of national free- 
dom is settled, workers in colonial 
areas cannot really be: at their full 
strength in the struggle for social 
and economic justice.” 

This holds true, said Meany, for 
peoples and workers in the Soviet 
satellite countries who are the “vic- 
tims of new and even more repre- 
hensible Communist colonialism.” 

Although there has been. some 
notable progress in Latin American 
labor’s struggle against dictatorship 
in the last few years, he said, “that 
struggle continues. We can only 
hope. that the free trade unions of 
Latin America will become strong 
enough in the near future to hasten 
the day when they will not have a 
single dictatorship of any type or 
form.” 

Since the formation of the 
ICFTU, Meany said, workers’ 
standards in the United States have 
advanced but at the same time 
“trade unions still face distinct and 
pressing problems.” 

Despite economic progress, he 
added, “the danger of mass un- 
employment and the realit} of 
recurring recession are still with 
us. The trade union movement 
is still battling against repres- 
Sive legislation and it must strug- 
g-e ceaselessly against attempts 
to tighten restrictions.” 


The most significant develop- 


Of Free World Labor 


ment, the feiieration president de- 
clared, “has been merger after 20 
years of division and rivalry. So 
while we still have our . problems 
and enemies, we do have a united 
organization to meet these prob- 
lems.” 

While the free world has been 
broadening areas of human free- 
dom, he continued, behind the Iron 
Curtain almost a billion people are 
still “denied liberty and social jus- 
nce; * 

“When the cause of liberty is in- 
volved labor cannot be neutral and 
must be on the side of liberty wheth- 
er in Asia, Africa, Europe or Latin 
America,” he added. 

Changes behind the Iron Cur- 
tain, he said, provide “‘no real hope 
for the future freedom of these 
people.” Labor, he warned, “should 
be the last to be bewitched by hon- 
eyed words or glittering generalities 
and promises” when made by dic- 
tators like Khrushchev with the So- 
viet Union’s record of more than 
40 years of broken promises. 

Moscow and Peiping speak about 
the need for peace, he said, but they 
still practice the “arts of war and 
subversion” and their design for 
world conquest remains the same. 

“At this crucial moment,” 
Meany declared, “free labor faces 
many duties and heavy responsi- 
bilities. We cannot and dare not 
shirk any of them. 


“The great struggle of our age 
is not between societies differing in 
the form of their economies. The 
great struggle is between human 
freedom anti inhuman despotism, 
between democracy with all its im- 
perfections and totalitarian despot- 
ism whose present most total dan- 
gerous expression is Communist ty- 
ranny hypocritically masquerading 
as a movement for profound social 
reform. 

“In this struggle labor cannot and 


ment in the American iavor move-j us wot remain neutral.” 


Parley Airs 
Women’s Role 
In Africa 


Over 100 African and American 
men and women have completed a 
conference on the Role of Women 
in Africa sponsored by the Wom- 
- s Africa Committee of the Afri- 

an-American Institute, a private 
oxisnibelion fostering closer Afri- 
can-American relations. 

Participating in the conference 
were Maida Springer of the Ladies’ 
Garment Workers, who has repre- 
sented the AFL-CIO on many 
African missions, and Esther Peter- 
son, legislative representative of the 
Industrial Union Dept. and a mem- 
ber of the committee. 

In discussion of the role of Afri- 
can women in newly industrialized 
areas, speakers pointed out that 
trade unions and women’s organi- 
zations can do valuable work in 
securing better working conditions 
for women, including the enact- 
ment and application of construc- 
tive labor legislation, training of 


trade unions. 


The Women’s Africa Commit- 
tee is a new organization to bring 
the women of Africa and the 
United States into closer relation- 
ship. It is composed.of more than 
30 women holding key positions 


‘|in national women’s organizations 


and active in public life. 


industrially advanced countries can 
be used to assist less developed 
countries to build up their econo- 
mies, 

“Of course, effective interna- 
tionally-controlied disarmaments,” 
said Meany, “would make. addi- 
tional resources available for en- 
larging the contributions to such a 
fund. . However, this obvious fact 
is no reason for any government 
refusing to contribute until such 
‘time as it can make savings through 
disarmament. 


“My government maintains 
that no country should delay ‘or 
. wait until it can use savings or 
disarmament before it makes an 
effective contribution towards the 
solution of this most urgent 
probiem.” 


Meany cited American initiative 
in seeking establishment of an In- 


t2rnational Development Associa- 


| ion (LDA), to operate within the 


women and their organization into 


ICFTU Board Votes 
South African Boycott 


Brussels—The executive board of the Intl. Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions has voted unanimously to press for a worldwide con- 
sumers’ boycott against goods produced in the Union of South 


Africa. 


The action was taken in the hope that refusal to buy foodstuffs 


and other agricultural products‘ 
from South Africa would have 
some influence on South African 
supporters of apartheid’ total racial 
segregation policies. 

The ICFTU statement said that 
since it is among farmers‘ that the 
present South African government 
receives much of its support and 
since farm workers are the fore- 
most victims of the government’s 
policies, a boycott in importing 
countries directed mainly at agri- 
cultral products might be most ef- 
fective. 

The ICFTU also voted to ex- 
plore ways and means to extend 
the boycott on the industrial 
level through transport workers’ 
organizations to prevent unload- 
ing and delivery of South Afri- 
can exports. 

The board expressed concern 
about trade problems affecting re- 
lations between economically un- 
derdeveloped and industrial coun- 
tries, emphasizing that financial 
aid by itself is not sufficient to 
solve the problem of raising living 
standards. 

Trade unions in industrial coun- 


af 


tries were urged to examine tariff 
and trade restriction policies in 
their own nations to see if modi- 
fication of these policies could be 
effected so as to permit a wider 
scope of imports. 

“We recognize the difficulties 
which such imports can cause,” 
said the ICFTU statement, “for 
workers in industrial countries 
(hit) by competition from im- 
ports based upon low wage rates 
in the newly industrializing coun- 
tries. We believe that they are 
entitled to protection against the 
-effects of a sudden disruption of 

production resulting from low- 
price imports. 
' “At the same time, it is im 
perative that increased efforts be 
made in the economically under- 
developed countries to raise the 
living standards of workers, to 
eliminate exploitation of labor and 
to preserve and extend trade union 
rights so as to insure that a boom- 
ing export trade is not merely the 
result of excessively low wage 
rates.” 


Meany Accuses Soviets of Stalling 
On Aid to Less Developed Areas 


United Nations, N. Y.—The United States government has accused the Soviet Union of stall- 
ing proposed economic aid! programs to underdeveloped countries with the excuse that without uni- 
versal disarmament the Communist dictatorship can’t afford to ante up. 

The accusation was hurled by George Meany, U.S. delegate to the United Nations General As- 
sembly and President of the AFL-CIO, before the UN Economic and Social Committee which has 


been considering how resources of | ® 


framework of the UN, which 
would accelerate economic growth 
of underdeveloped countries. 
“Realizing how pressing the 
problem . is,” said Meany, “and 
that no time should be lost in help- 


ing, my government is not waiting’ 


for the day when more funds would 
be available through disarmament. 
instead of waiting, we are acting.” 
At earlier UN meetings, the eco- 
nomic aid program envisaged an 
agency called the Special United 
Nations Fund for Economic De- 
velopment (SUNFED). The U.S. 
opposed this organization as un- 
necessary and is pressing for IDA, 
which -would be an affiliate of the 
Intl. Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development. 
The difference between IDA 
and SUNFED is that the initial 


capital for IDA- would be $1 


billion as against the $250 mil- . 
lion or less proposed for SUN- 
FED. The U.S. government be- 


lieves that a small capital fund 
of $100 million, such as was also 
proposed, would have “no appre- 
ciable impact” on the 100 coun- 
tries and territories now assisted 
by the UN technical assistance 
program, said Meany. 

For IDA to be successful, said 
Meany, certain conditions must be 
observed: 

@. Underdeveloped countries 
must press.for domestic savings to 
finance development projects on 
their own. 

@ There must be further im- 
petus for the flow of private capi- 
tal to underdeveloped countries. 

@ The Intl. Bank must continue 
its work on behalf of these coun- 
tries. 

@ Expansion of international 
trade would help underdeveloped 
countries to earn necessary funds 
for purchasing equipment neces- 


sary to economic development. 
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Labor’s Bid to ass Strife Ss 


Mitchell Sees Meany 
And Industry Leaders 


An AFL-CIO proposal for a White House’ conference of union 
and industry leaders in an effort to lessen industrial strife has been 


explored by Labor Sec. James P. 


Mitchell in private conversations 


with both labor and management officials. 
The high-level talks were advocated by AFL-CIO Pres. George 


Meany who last month wrote. to’ 
Pres. Eisenhower urging that he 
call such a meeting to “consider 
and. develop guiding lines for 
just and harmonious - labor-man- 
agement relations.” The President 
promptly endorsed the proposal 
and instructed Mitchell to meet 
with both sides on plans for the 
conference. 

The Labor Dept. confirmed that 
Mitchell had conferred in recent 
days with Meany and with “rep- 
_ resentative” management officials— 
presumably leaders of the National 
Association of Manufacturers and 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. 
Further conversations are expected 
later this month. 

Mitchell, who has for some time 
urged labor-management communi- 
cation away from the bargaining 
table, repeated this plea Dec. 2 in 
‘an address to the annual conven- 
tion of the Investment Bankers As- 
sociation at Bal Harbour, Fla. 

Taking up the same theme that 
was embodied in Meany’s letter to 
Eisenhower, the cabinet officer told 
the bankers there was a need “to 

- develop new forms of communi- 
cation upon which to base lasting 
industrial peace.” 

Meanwhile, the National Asso- 
ciation of Manufacturers appeared 
to be backing away slightly from 
the cool reception it originally gave 
Meany’s White House peairesice 


proposal. 
Sligh Keeps Door Open 

As the NAM opened its 64th 
annual convention in New York, 
Charles R. Sligh,-Jr., the organiza- 
tion’s executive vice ~ president, 
praised the AFL-CIO leader as “an” 
advocate of peace and goodwill” 
for suggesting the top-level talks. 

Sligh said he would expect that 
both the NAM and the chamber 
would be represented at any White 
House conference that is called, 
describing the two organizations as 
the only groups representing man- 
agement that had both the struc- 
ture and the power to reach agree- 
ment on industrial. harmony. 

His stand was a change from 


an editorial which appeared in the 
organization’s official publication 
last month, which said the pio- 
posed session “might as well not 


advance, to a five-point program 
that would strip unions of their 
political activity, demand endorse- 
ment of so-called “right-to-work” 
laws, and yield to management the 
exclusive right to make unilateral 
work rule changes. 

In proposing the White House 
conference, Meany told Eisen- 
hower that the “likelihood” of a 
resumption of the 116-da; na- 
tionwide steel strike, the “increas- 
ing Soviet economic challenge,” 
and threats from some political 
leaders of government interven- 
tion im collective bargaining 
made the need for a top-level 
meeting “most urgent.” 

Without mentioning the AFL- 
cIoO proposal as such, Mitchell 
told the bankers’ convention that 
labor and management cannot 
achieve “the objective of maintain- 
ing industrial peace . . . unless they 
talk to one another in a different 
way than they have been talking.” 

“What is needed,” the Secretary 
of Labor went on, “is a new form 
of communication, carried on out- 
side the™ bargaining table, carried 
on frequently over a period of 
time, to agree on what they can 
agree on, and to develop a mu- 
tually understandable vocabulary 
to deal with those problems m7 
cannot agree on. 

“Let them agree on one idea as 
a starting point. That idea is this: 

“Owners and stockholders, un- 
ion members and employes, the 
consumers and the public, all have 
a right to a fair share of increasing 
productivity. 

“Let them agree that the time 
has come when a third chair is at 
every bargaining table—the chair 
in which the public sits.” 

Mitchell told the nation’s invest- 
ment leaders that labor and man- 
agement “have to rid themselves 
of the old social and political di- 
visions that no longer exist.” 


Judge Acquits Firms in 


Vaccine Price-Fix Case 


Trenton, N. J.—Five major drug concerns have been acquitted 
of price-fixing and criminal conspiracy charges in the sale of $53.6 
million worth of Salk polio vaccine to federal, state and local gov- 


ernment agencies. 


Federal Judge Philip Forman, recently named to a Circuit Court 


bench by Pres. Eisenhower, dis-® 
missed the anti-trust case on the 
ground that the federal govern- 
ment had failed to substantiate its 
accusations. 

He acted on a dismissal motion 
made by former New York Gov. 
Thomas E. Dewey, chief defense 
counsel for the five drug manu- 
facturers. The directed verdict in 
a criminal case makes it impossible 
for the Justice Dept. to appeal the 
acquittal to a higher-court. 

Defendants in the six-week trial 
were five of the country’s largest 
drug houses—Eli Lilly & Co., 
Parke Davis & Co., Merck & Co., 
Inc., Allied Laboratories, Inc., and 
American Home Products Corp. 

Price Views Traded 

In his 20,000-word opinion, 
Judge Forman conceded that the 
prosecution had produced testi- 
mony showing that some of the de- 
fendants had communicated with 
one another on price policies and 
on several occasions had ordered 


the prices they quoted. : 

However, he characterized this- 
as circumstantial evidence and 
stressed that guilt cannot be 
established by “suspicion or con- 

- jecture.” - 

The judge held that “favored 
customer” clauses, inserted in the 
contracts at the behest of the gov- 
ernment, were responsible for the 
uniform pricing. These clauses 
prevented the vaccine manufac- 
turers from selling their product to 
any governmental agency at a 
higher price than that charged an- 
other. 

In 1956, a House subcommit- 
tee headed by Rep. L. H. Foun- 
tain (D-N. C.) held a full-dress 
investigation of the drug indus- 
try’s pricing program on the Salk 
vaccine. Fountain said testi- 
mony tended to show that the 
government paid as much as 70 
cents a cubic centimeter for the 
vaccine at a tirae when other 
purchasers were paying the com- 


. their wholesalers not to undercut 


panies less than 35 cents, 


purs Talkg 
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P arley on 


1960 Legislative Goals 


(Continued from Page 1) 
Schnitzler wrote to leaders of 
affiliated bodies, “the historic 
steel strike will be used by the 
anti-labor forces as a pretext to 
foist upon us measures that 
would destroy the system of free 
collective bargaining which has 
been so good for all America.” 


The conference will take place 
against the backdrop.of what the 
re has considered a medi- 

ocr: wing by Congress. during 
rea eany and Schnitzler Te- 
called that the AFL-CIO’s third 
constitutional convention in San 
Francisco found “little to cheer 
about” in the record of the first 
session of the 86th Congress. 

They referred to a resolution, 
adopted unanimously by delegates 
at San Francisco, which accused 
Congress of having “failed to act 
decisively” in most vital areas and 
for having “acted contrary to the 
public interest” in the passage of 
the Landrum-Griffin bill. 

“A Positive Program” 

“If the 86th Congress is to adopt 
enlightened public-interest legisla- 
tion,” the conference call declared, 


“it must do that job during the 
first six months of 1960. 


“The AFL-CIO firmly believes |. 


that this Congress can and should 
adopt a positive program for 
America. -We believe the Con- 
gress must complete action to pro- 
vide for those who continue to live 
in economic uncertainty. 


“Measures like increasing and 
extending the minimum wage, 
federal standards for unemploy- 
ment insurance, aid to depressed 
areas, and health care for the 
elderly, should be brought to the 
floors of Congress. 


“The welfare of our people de- 
mands action on housing, educa- 
tion and natural resources. 

“We cannot afford to wait any 
longer for a real civil rights bill, 
and for a more democratic and 
humane immigration law. 

“These legislative goals, and the 
many others which the AFL-CIO 
will support in 1960, do not con- 
stitute a narrow, selfish program. 
They are not ‘labor’ issues. They 
constitute a program for the wel- 
fare of America.” 

The conference call warned that 
the 1960 session of Congress will 
be short because of the “political 
realities” involved in the mid-year 


nominating conventions of both 


major parties for the fall presiden- 


tial campaign, 


tleaders, they 


For this reason, Meany and 
Schnitzler declared, “it is not ex- 
pected that the Congress will be 
meeting after the Fourth of 
July. That means no time can 
be lost if the 86th Congress is to- 
enact the program of progressive 
Iegislation that the nation ur- 
gently requires.” 


In addition to deliberating on 
the federation’s program for 1960 
and hearing from congressional 
wrote, delegates will 
be given sufficient time during the 
three-day conference to visit with 
members of Congress and seek 
support for labor’s wide-ranging 
legislative program. 

The conference call urged that 
all affiliates send delegations rough- 
ly equal to their delegate strength 
at national conventions of the AFL- 
CIO to insure the brogdest possible 
representation of the 13.5 million 
members of the federation in 
working out the 1960 program. 


tual strike. 
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Utility Strike 7 
Ban Appealed’ 
To High Court 


The Oil, Chemical and Atomig 
Workers have carried to the U.S; 
Supreme Court a move to have de 
clared unconstitutional a Missour 
law calling for seizure of public 
utilities during a threatened or ac 


The challenge to Missouri's 
King-Thompson Act provisions in- 
volves OCAW Locals 8-6, 8-109 
and 9-194, representing employes 
of the Laclede Gas Co. of St. Louig 
involved in a 1956 strike. . 

Arguing the case before the high 
court, OCAW Attorneys Morris J. 
Levin and Mozart G. Ratner de- 
clared: 

“Missouri’s outlawry of public 
utility strikes is predicated upon 
the view that the strike weapon #5 
not an appropriate or tolerable ad- 
junct of collective bargaining over 
wages, hours and working condi- 
tions in public utilities.” 

They contended that the Missouri 
seizure denies the right to strike 
and frustrates free collective bar- 
gaining. 

“Under the Missouri seizure sys- 
tem,” the attorneys declared, “out- 
lawry of the strike imposes no pres- 
sure on the employer to yield to 
the employes* demands while it 
leaves the employes no choice but” 
to work on the employer’s terms.” 


In the 1956 strike, the governor 
seized the gas company and or 
dered the workers bac to their 
jobs on the company’s terms. The 
Missouri Supreme Court upheld the 
anti-strike law. 
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Ohio Business Blocks | 
Higher U. C. Benefits | 


Columbus, O.—Qhio employers have succeeded, at least tem- 


porarily, in blocking payment of added unemployment compensa- 

tion benefits to 10,000 workers who were already jobless at the 

time the state’s higher benefit scales went into effect this fall. 
The 1959 session of the legislature voted to raise the maximum 


jobless benefits from their previous ® 


level of $33 to a new high of $42. 
At the same time, the legislature 
voted a $5 weekly allowance for 
a dependent spouse. Both benefits 
went into effect Oct. 16. 
Administrator Donald Leach of 
the Bureau of Unemployment 
Compensation originally ordered 
payment of the higher compensa- 
tion—but not the dependency al- 
lowance—to workers already on 
the rolls when the law went into 
effect. 
Claims No Authority 
The ruling, he said, was based 
on the fact that the law passed 
earlier this year specifically au- 
thorized him to recompute com- 
pensation for workers already laid 
off. He said there was no man- 
date from the legislatyre to pay 
the additional’ dependency allow- 
ance to persons jobless prior to 
Oct. 16, and so denied the $5 de- 
pendent’s payment to recipients al- 
ready on the unemployment rolls. 
Not content with the ruling, 
employers flooded the BUC_ with. 
appeals against the higher pay- 


ments, The Ohio State AFL- 


CIO charged the concerted ac- 
tion was undertaken on the ad- 
vice of the Ohio Chamber of 
Commerce and the Ohio Manu- 
facturers Association. 

Leach immediately suspended 
payment of the added benefits on 
the basis of the flood of appeals, 
and has asked the attorney general 
for a ruling before the addiniam 4 
compensation is paid. F 


Hotel Union Wins 
Raises for 4,500 


New York—Local 144, Hotel @ 
Workers has won a three-year con- @ 
tract from Associated Hotels, Inc., @ 
here bringing gains to 4,500 em- @ 
ployes in 150 hotels. 

The pact, retroactive to June 1, G 
provides a wage boost of 7 percent . 
the first year and 6 percent in each 7 
of the following two years..A new 
clause assures severance pay to @ 
workers displaced by self-service 7 
elevators, ; 

The contract covers 13 classifi- 
cations, including maids, bellhops, 7 


porters, housemen and engineers. 
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